
C I T Y   P L A N N I N G   C O M M I S S I O N   M I N U T E S 
 

M A Y   5,   2 0 0 5 
 
The regular meeting of the City Planning Commission convened on 
Thursday, May 5, 2005, at 1:35pm in the City Council Chambers, 
333 W. Ocean Boulevard. 
 
PRESENT: COMMISSIONERS: Morton Stuhlbarg, Matthew Jenkins,  

Mitch Rouse, Nick Sramek, 
Charles Greenberg, Charles Winn 

 
ABSENT: EXCUSED:  Leslie Gentile 
 
CHAIRMAN:    Morton Stuhlbarg 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Suzanne Frick, Director 

Greg Carpenter, Planning Manager 
     Carolyne Bihn, Zoning Officer 

Angela Reynolds, Advance Planning 
Lynette Ferenczy, Planner 
Anita Garcia, Planner 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Lisa Malmsten, Sr. Deputy City Attorney 

Marcia Gold, Minutes Clerk 
 
P L E D G E   O F   A L L E G I A N C E 
 
Commissioner Sramek led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
M I N U T E S 
 
The minutes of April 7, 2005 were approved on a motion by 
Commissioner Jenkins, seconded by Commissioner Stuhlbarg, and 
passed 4-0-1. Commissioner Winn abstained, and Commissioner 
Greenberg had not yet arrived.  Commissioner Gentile was absent. 
  
S W E A R I N G   O F   W I T N E S S E S 
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C O N S E N T   C A L E N D A R 
 
1. Case No. 0503-02, Conditional Use Permit, CE 05-37 
 
 Applicant: Fast Transfer c/o Pat Brown 
 Subject Site: 915 E. Anaheim Street (Council District 6)  

Description: Request for a Conditional Use Permit for a 
check-cashing business inside an existing market (KH 
Supermarket). 
 

Greg Carpenter commented that the applicant for this item had 
agreed to a suggestion by audience member Pat Bergendahl that a 
condition be added to require that the security bars be open 
during business hours. 
 
Pat Brown, 5390 E. 8th Street, applicant, agreed to the revised 
conditions of approval. 
 
Item 1 of the Consent Calendar was approved on a motion by 
Commissioner Jenkins, seconded by Commissioner Sramek and passed 
6-0. Commissioner Gentile was absent.  
 
C O N T I N U E D   I T E M S 
 
2. Case No. 0412-21, Classification of Use 
 
 Applicant: Clair Milton 
 Subject Site: 5000 Lew Davis Street (Council District 5)  

Description: Classification of Use for a proposed 
motorcycle safety training program to be located at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium (Long Beach City College) in the 
Institutional Zoning District. 
 

Carolyn Bihn presented the staff report recommending concurrence 
with the determination of the Zoning Officer that the use is 
noncompliant with the intent of the zoning district, since the 
proposed use is directly across the street from a residential 
area and because the adjacent properties are already impacted by 
ongoing events at Veterans Memorial Stadium. 
 
Clair Milton, 5000 Lew Davis Street, applicant, discussed the 
disadvantages of alternate locations for his operation, and 
asked for a six month trial at Memorial Stadium to prove there 
would not be any negative impacts on the neighborhood. 
 

Long Beach Planning Commission Minutes              May 5, 2005 Page 2 



Robert Gladden, 2 Jenner Street #150, Irvine, 92618, project 
manager, stated that these classes were located based on 
demographics and financial viability for the operators. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg declared he could not support the staff 
recommendation since he did not want to preclude this kind of 
use in the institutional zones, but he suggested requiring a CUP 
so the City could evaluate its impacts on a given area. 
 
Regarding the six-month trial, Mr. Greenberg responded that he 
felt the service was a valuable one, but that the Commission 
should not be in a position to force the use into an area when 
the neighbors did not support the concept. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Jenkins, Mr. Milton 
confirmed that his financial viability depended on having a Long 
Beach location. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg then moved to allow the use in the 
Institutional and Industrial Zones, but only with an approved 
Conditional Use Permit. Commissioner Sramek seconded the motion, 
which passed 6-0.  Commissioner Gentile was absent. 
 
R E G U L A R   A G E N D A 
 
3. Case No. 0406-20, Long Range Development Plan (Master 
 Plan), Rezoning, Standards Variance and Site Plan 
 Review, EIR SCH 2004081142 
 
 Applicant: Long Beach Memorial Medical Center— 
    Pat Johner c/o ADAMS Project Management 
    Consulting, LLC 
 Subject Site: 2801 Atlantic Avenue (Long Beach Memorial 
    Medical Center and Miller Children’s 
    Hospital) (Council District 6) 

Description: Certification of EIR (State Clearinghouse 
No. 2004081142); adoption of a resolution with a Statement 
of Overriding Considerations; request to adopt a Long Range 
Development Plan (Master Plan) for future expansion of the 
Long Beach Memorial Hospital complex to include Miller 
Children’s Hospital and Todd Cancer Institute; realignment 
of the Patterson Street entrance; construction of a utility 
trench and phased parking program; rezoning from Regional 
Highway District (CHW) to Long Beach Boulevard Planned 
Development District (PD-29); Site Plan Review for Phase I 
of the Miller Children’s Hospital Pediatric Inpatient Tower 
and construction of the Central Plan Building; and a 
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Standards Variance for building projections on Atlantic 
Avenue for the Inpatient Tower and to provide off-site 
parking without a deed restriction.  

 
Anita Garcia, project manager, presented an outline of the 
overall scope of the project and construction phases, noting the 
extensive community outreach and study sessions. 
 
Dr. Mel Marks, Chief Administrative Officer, Millers Children’s 
Hospital; Senior Vice President, Long Beach Memorial Medical 
Center & Miller Children’s Hospital, discussed the immediate and 
long-range community needs for the project, which was being 
built with private funds. 
 
Marie Campbell, President, South Coast Environmental, discussed 
the technical aspects of the EIR preparation including the 
hazards facing the current site and the planned expansion.  Ms. 
Campbell also detailed the response to community comments on the 
draft EIR. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg complimented the applicant on the speed 
and quality of the design and the farsightedness of the long-
term development, and asked about what discretion was left after 
this for the Planning Commission to have input on future 
development of the site. Angela Reynolds stated that subsequent 
phases would have to be consistent with the Master Plan; and 
that the project from now on would return to the Commission only 
for Site Plan Reviews. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Jenkins regarding 
potential destruction of existing housing on site, Ms. Reynolds 
noted that although there was no discussion of workforce housing 
in the Master Plan, the hospital planned to coordinate this 
project aspect with the City, and additionally, conditions of 
approval required them to provide housing assistance to move 
displaced residents. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Jenkins regarding 
calculations used to determine air quality, Ms. Campbell 
contended that they had overestimated traffic to prove that 
mitigation measures would be adequate for the scope of the 
project, and that the SCAQMD had not commented on the analysis, 
which they took to mean that their contamination remediation was 
on target. 
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Commissioner Greenberg remarked that he thought the need for 
workers’ housing was critical and should remain on site, which 
would also help mitigate traffic issues. 
 
Richard DiCarlo, Senior Vice President, Millers Children’s 
Hospital, noted that the hospital was in partnership with 
various colleges to recruit and train students, and he added 
that they had met with the RDA to discuss how they could create 
nearby housing opportunities. 
 
Tim Lee, representing Sixth District City Councilwoman Laura 
Richardson, read a letter into the record stating they strongly 
supported the efforts for expansion, but asked that there be one 
more community meeting, with notices sent in any languages 
spoken in the area, and that a translator be provided for that 
meeting. Mr. Lee also said they wanted to see the affordable 
housing aspect addressed. 
 
Joshua Butler, 2750 E. Spring Street, Long Beach 90806, stated 
he was a labor organization member who wanted to see that 
housing needs were addressed, especially given the shortage of 
low-income housing in the area. 
 
Ginny Gonzales, 510 Pine Avenue, Long Beach 90802, representing 
the League of United Latin American Citizens, expressed support 
for the expansion of services to the community, asking that any 
affordable housing demolished be replaced, and to require that 
the contractor hire local workers, with better public 
notification to allow review and response, translated into 
languages spoken in the area. 
 
Bob Bolling, 4464 Hazelnut, Seal Beach, 90740, hospital 
volunteer, expressed support for the project, saying that the 
pediatric ICU especially needed to be expanded. 
 
Dr. Hans Laursen, 1434 E. 2nd Street, Long Beach, 90802, hospital 
resident, spoke in support of the expansion, suggesting 
objective oversight of the consultants and further environmental 
study to further address rumored on-site toxic chemical issues. 
 
Gloria Evins, 145 E. Canton Street #3, Long Beach, 90806, asked 
that project information be translated into the languages spoken 
in the area. 
 
Commissioner Jenkins noted that the City Council would be 
discussing the project at a community meeting in June that would 
be translated into various languages. 
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Ana Aparicio, 2632 Pasadena Avenue, Long Beach, 90806, said she 
was a resident of one of homes slated to potentially be 
demolished in the future, and said she thought there should be 
more affordable housing planned and community involvement in the 
expansion design. 
 
Bernard Beskind, 12512 Argyle Drive, Rossmoor, 90720, hospital 
volunteer, said he thought the expansion was crucial because 
current conditions of the hospital negatively impacted patients, 
and he said the new facility would attract world-class doctors. 
 
Elizabeth Campbell, 4803 Lorelei Avenue, Long Beach, 90808, 
expressed concern that the EIR did not completely address 
environmental issues. 
 
Lizette Hernandez, 152 W. 32nd Street, Los Angeles, 90007, stated 
she represented a community group interested in environmental 
and social issues, and expressed concern that approval of the 
EIR would be premature with low-income residents potentially 
displaced by the expansion. 
 
Jonathan Parfrey, 617 S. Olive St. #810, Los Angeles, 90014, 
Director, Physicians for Social Responsibility, lauded the 
hospital for moving towards being a green building to include 
waste management and pollution prevention, but suggested that 
the indoor air quality could be jeopardized in the new facility 
and that the EIR might be out of date in addressing specific 
toxins. 
 
Robert Nielsen, 28916 Crestridge, Rancho Palos Verdes, 90275, 
said the doctors at the hospital had saved his childrens’ lives, 
and suggested that the focus should be on the urgent need for 
growth at this top facility. 
 
James Elmendorf, 215 W. Sixth Street, #204, Los Angeles, 90012, 
Senior Policy Analyst, Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy, 
asked that there be more specific and binding guidelines to 
direct the developer to address low-income housing. 
 
Diane Black, 233 S. Lemon #F, Orange, 92866, said that her 
children were also saved by the doctors at the hospital, and 
that the need for expansion was urgent and immediate. 
 
Virginia Culp, 2401 San Francisco Avenue, Long Beach, 90806, 
expressed concern about potential traffic and environmental 
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impacts, and said she had never received notification of the 
project. 
 
Tom Brohard, Tom Brohard & Associates, 81905 Mountain View Lane, 
La Quinta, 92253, said he had been retained by union organizers 
SEIU-UHW to submit comments from the Environmental Defense Group 
regarding the final EIR that questioned the adequacy of the 
traffic and parking analysis and claimed the number of transit 
trips had been underestimated. 
 
Richard Drury, 651 Gateway Blvd. #900, So. San Francisco, 94080, 
another attorney for the union organizers, claimed there were 
legal deficiencies in the EIR including insufficient mitigation 
measures, inaccurate measurement of the level of existing site 
contamination, the need for a cumulative impact analysis, and 
lack of replacement housing for the potential demolition of low-
income units. 
 
Paul Kumar, 5480 Ferguson Drive, Commerce, 90022, government 
representative for the union organizers, expressed support for 
the facility expansion but said they felt that there had been 
insufficient public process because the documents had not been 
translated into area languages, and agreed with the previous two 
speakers at the traffic mitigation would be insufficient and 
that environmental quality impacts had not been fully explored. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Winn regarding the 
amount of time Mr. Kumar felt was necessary to address these 
issues, Mr. Kumar suggested that three months would be 
sufficient. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg reminded the speakers that the broad 
socio-political issues engendered by the project were outside 
the scope of the Commission’s responsibility and authority to 
address land-use issues. 
 
Commissioner Rouse disclosed that he was a member of the Long 
Beach Memorial Medical Center Board.   
 
Commissioner Rouse also asked the union representatives if they 
had any members at the hospital.  Mr. Kumar answered that there 
were some employees interested in joining the union, but none 
were currently represented.  Mr. Rouse asked if the outpouring 
of concern on the part of the union had anything to do with 
their desire to organize the hospital employees.  Mr. Kumar 
replied that the union typically intervened in developments 
across the state whether or not their members were involved. 
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Charlene Metcalf, 5865 Rogene Street, Long Beach, 90815, 
expressed support for the hospital expansion, and said that as a 
cancer patient at the hospital, she felt the current situation 
where doctors were in different buildings far apart was an 
untenable and stressful situation for patients that needed to be 
remedied immediately. 
 
JoAnne Carroll Arthur, 50 – 64th Place, Long Beach, 90803, 
hospital volunteer, also spoke in support of the expansion 
plans, noting the desperate community need for the qualified 
health care the new facility would bring, all in one building.  
 
Suzanne Brown, 110 Pine Avenue #420, Long Beach, Legal Aid 
attorney, said she believed further study of the mitigation 
measures proposed was needed especially if any residences were 
demolished, and said she thought workforce housing should be 
part of the project. 
 
Teresa, (no last name or address given by request), expressed 
concern that seniors might be displaced by potential housing 
demolition, and suggested that the hospital use different vacant 
land for the project. 
 
Ms. Campbell addressed these concerns, noting that the site had 
been purchased specifically for the purpose of expansion and 
staff parking, not for housing, and that the area was not 
included as a component of the City’s housing stock.   
 
Ms. Campbell also said they felt that all contaminants in the 
area had been exhaustively studied, and noted that recent 
changes in these guidelines had been included in the final 
analysis. 
 
Ms. Reynolds added that 100 borings had been done to prepare for 
the EIR by a Board certified toxicologist and geologist. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Greenberg regarding 
toxicity, Ms. Campbell noted that the borings had been done in 
the building footprints with contaminants clearly spelled out.  
She added that a voluntary cleanup agreement had been executed 
recently with a health risk assessment circulated and an 
additional analysis of further borings done to confirm the 
original results. 
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Dr. Marks explained that the existing housing stock in question 
would not be destroyed for several years, and only then if there 
was inadequate staff parking.  
 
Richard E. Baretto, Principal, Linscott Low and Greenspan, 1580 
Corporate Drive #122, project traffic engineer, said that all 
trips, even those of auxiliary buildings, had been included in 
the traffic study. 
 
Commissioner Sramek commented that he thought there was a need 
for further community outreach. Mr. Carpenter noted that 
Councilwoman Laura Richardson had requested a community meeting 
to explain the project. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg said this project could be a significant 
asset to the City, but that he wanted to see stronger language 
in the EIR to encourage production of workforce housing, which 
could lead to better employee quality. Mr. Greenberg noted that 
if Long Beach Memorial took the lead on this idea, others would 
follow, to our medical advantage.  
 
Angela Reynolds mentioned that she had read the extensive 
document submitted a few hours earlier by union attorney Drury, 
and that she could say with certainty that all the issues 
brought up in the brief had been addressed in the EIR and the 
response to community comments.  City Attorney Malmsten added 
that the specific issue of new ozone regulations mentioned by 
the speaker would not come into effect for some time, and that 
nothing would be gained by spending more time on the document. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg pointed out that once approvals for the 
project were given, the scope of review by the Commission would 
be limited to Site Plan Reviews, but since the Commissioners 
were not experts in growing a medical center, and because Long 
Beach Memorial as a non-profit and good citizen had done a good 
job in figuring out their long-term needs, it would be better 
done this way than piecemeal. 
 
Commissioner Greenberg then moved to certify Environmental 
Impact Report EIR 13-04 and to adopt the Resolution with 
Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and 
Mitigation Monitoring Plan; to recommend that the City Council 
adopt a rezoning from Regional Highway District (CHW) to Long 
Beach Boulevard Planned Development District (PD-29) subarea 1; 
adopt a Long-Range Development Plan for the Long Beach Memorial 
Hospital complex; approve the Site Plan Review for the Miller 
Children’s Hospital (MCH) Inpatient Tower Phase I and Central 
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Plant Building subject to conditions; approve the Standards 
Variance requests for a projection into the front yard setback 
area for an elevated pedestrian exit on the east elevation of 
the Miller Children’s Hospital Inpatient Tower; and to provide 
off-site parking without a deed restriction for Lots L and M, 
subject to revised conditions. 
 
Commissioners Greenberg and Jenkins disclosed that they had 
talked to some of the project opponents. 
 
Commissioner Jenkins said he thought Councilwoman Richardson’s 
suggestion of another outreach meeting should be followed, and 
he seconded the motion, which passed 6-0.  Commissioner Gentile 
was absent. 
 
M A T T E R S   F R O M   T H E   A U D I E N C E 
 
T
 
here were no matters from the audience. 

M A T T E R S   F R O M   T H E   D E P A R T M E N T   O F 
P L A N N I N G   A N D   B U I L D I N G 
 
Angela Reynolds described the study session planned for the Home 
Depot draft EIR.   
 
M A T T E R S   F R O M   T H E   P L A N N I N G 
C O M M I S S I O N  
 
There were no matters from the Planning Commission.  
 
A D J O U R N 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:16pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marcia Gold 
Minutes Clerk 
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